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The travels of a paleontologist and an artist as they drive across the American West in search of

fossils. Throughout their journey, they encounter "paleonerds" like themselves, people dedicated to

finding everything from suburban T. rexes to ancient fossilized forests.
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You know you've got a unique book on your hands when the cover spots a eurypterid snagging a

jackalope from under the cab of a Ford pickup carrying a disgruntled ammonite while dinosaurs

stomp towards a "last chance" food & gas stop in the background. If you're a fan of artist Ray Troll,

however, such a vibrant and motley assemblage probably will pique your interest rather than shock

you. His artwork graces the pages of Cruisin' the Fossil Freeway, a collaborative work with

paleobotanist Kirk Johnson, a wonderfully nerdy "Epoch Tale" of paleontology. While it may at first

seem unusual, Ray's uncanny ability to meld together the past and present is a perfect compliment

to Johnson's easy-to-approach writing style, the pair weaving a tale that (just as the cover might

suggest) joins together the unique present and ancient past of the American West.From a

backstage meeting with Ziggy Marley about a potentially new species of ancient marijuana to

tracking down the ever-elusive fossilized tooth whorls of Helicoprion, the book places the reader in

the cab with the authors as they carve their way through the western landscape, searching for

fossils, footprints, and a good country-fried steak. Like any good paleontologist knows, there's much

more to the science than bones collecting dust in museum drawers; paleontology has an incredibly



rich and adventurous history, and there's no better way to pay homage to the great bone sharps of

the past but to hop in the truck and kick up dust on the way to find the perfect ammonite or

Triceratops skull. During the course of their trek, the authors stop in to see local rock hounds,

professional paleontologists, amateur fossil freaks, and others, illuminating the ever-changing

landscape between searches for a decent hotel and a hot meal.
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